 Syllabus: American History I
Teacher: Mrs. Powell






Email: tpowell@rivermill-academy.org









Phone: 336-229-0909
Required Materials:
· Three-Ring Binder with lined paper and dividers: Your notebook will be used to maintain all handouts, class notes, study guides, vocabulary lists, journal entries, assignments, quizzes, tests and papers. You may use a spiral notebook but you are ultimately responsible for all papers and documents. There will be times that we refer back to previous notes, handouts, maps, tests, etc. I have found a binder is the easiest to keep all items in one place. 😊 
· Pencils and Pens: Please have something to write with each day.

· Planner: For recording assignments and important dates.

· Colored Pencils or Highlighters: Strongly recommended.
· Scissors and Glue Sticks: For in class projects and activities (do not rely on me to provide)
Assignment and Grading Guidelines:

· A = (90– 100)

B = (80 – 89)

C = (70 – 79)

D = (60 – 69)

F = (0 – 59)

· Extra credit is rare, challenging, and at the discretion of the teacher.  Your focus should be on completing the work assigned in a timely fashion. 
· Please do not ask me about your grades during class time.  You may see me individually outside of class if you have any questions or concerns.
· Final Exam: Please refer to the student handbook. Only seniors, who meet the criteria, can exempt from final exams in core classes. We will discuss in class. 
· All assignments will be posted on my calendar in the room and website. One piece of advice: DO NOT rely on the website calendar, rather write your assignments in your planner. This is because we always have internet issues. I will not accept the “My internet was down. I couldn’t get on your website” excuse. 
· PROJECTS AND PAPERS: Okay, this is always a problem. When I assign a project or paper I always give ample time. Actually, I give way more time than needed. Thus, when a project/paper is due it is due that day at the beginning of class. Do not come in and tell me you need to staple, write your name, write the title, glue items, color, etc. All of this was to be completed at home not in class. If you come in and begin working on your project, I will ask you to put it away and turn in the next day.  
Academic Integrity:
· Students must complete their own work.  Students who copy the work of others or who give their work to others will be assigned a zero and a possible office referral.  Students may not cheat and may not use any form of “cheat sheets” unless it is part of an assignment (i.e. test review).  In addition, work that is plagiarized will receive a zero.  School rules for plagiarism (including suspension) will be applied. You all know what plagiarism is so don’t do it. I am here to help if you feel you do not know the meaning of plagiarism. We can meet, and I will explain and show examples.
Classroom Expectations:

· Come to School:  The more you miss, the more you get behind and the more likely you will want to give up or not complete your work.
· Food, Smart Watches, Cell Phones:  Food is not to be eaten in class (unless part of lesson or activity) and ALL electronic equipment (computers not included) is not to be used in class. Cell phones must be stored in your bookbag and silenced. This means in your bookbag, not your back pocket, sweatshirt pocket, etc. Place your cell phone in your bookbag. There is no reason for me to see it anywhere. Don’t try and hide it in the desk. If I see it, I will take it. Smart watches should be removed; however, I will not waste class time asking. If I see that your watch is becoming a distraction, I will discuss with you and make a phone call home. I want you to succeed and electronics are a distraction in class.
· Respectfulness, Common Sense Behavior:  High school students are at a time in life when they want to be adults and that is understandable.  Part of being an adult is to act like one towards others so please keep this in mind.  Be mature, respectful, responsible, and ready. 
· Take Responsibility for your own Grades:  YOU are responsible for getting any missed work due to an absence, etc.  YOU are responsible to ask me questions, keeping up with your grades, etc.  Part of being an adult is to take charge and responsibility of your future and this applies to my classroom.  YOU must keep up with notes; make up work, etc. I am here to help you succeed but not be your mother. ( 
· Athletic Participation: Per River Mill rules athletes are required to maintain a 70 or above average as well as respectful behavior. YOU are responsible for maintaining average and behavior. Remember, YOU are responsible!!! Do not blame me. I have no part in this, rather the blame will lie with you. I am here to help you!!! The majority of you always come to me for extra tutoring/help and you are rewarded for this. Bottom line: I do not have the power to keep you from playing; however, you do!! My work is not that difficult but does require time and effort. 
·  Student Code of Conduct:  Be familiar with this, you will be held to its standards.
Make Up/Late Work: 
· Late Work due to Absences:  You have three days to get work in for full credit if you miss school. It is YOUR responsibility to ask me about late work (journals, quizzes, tests, projects, etc.)
· Late Work due to not being prepared: You are expected to turn in work when it is due. I do not give a lot of homework so there should be no problem completing my assignments. If your work is one day late there is an automatic 10-point deduction, two days late is 20-point deduction and after that it is a zero. I do understand emergencies arise and if this is the case arrangements will be made to ensure you are not penalized.
· Missed Tests and Quizzes: You have three days from the day a test is given to make it up unless other arrangements have been made.  Tests may only be made up before school or after school.  You may not make these up during class.  Please see me to schedule a time for a makeup.
· Again, you are responsible for your missed work, not me. I will not chase, remind, or ask you to turn in or make up work. 
Media/Clips/Movies/Books
· During this class I will show video clips, movies, documentaries, newsreels and other material that may include inappropriate language and a rating of PG13. You MUST have parent permission to view these media sources. Completing the form below will give permission to view these clips. Some print media may include any of the above as well.
· NOTE TO PARENTS: Please be aware of the blanket permission policy for media usage. If you have any concerns about clips, movies, books, etc. I will be happy to send you a list. 
Teacher Contact:

· Students:  I am available before and after school Monday through Friday. However, you need to schedule a time in advance. Do not assume I will be available as I have meetings, conferences, etc. 
· Parents:  Please feel free to email me anytime at my email address or call the school and leave a message for me (email and phone information is located at the beginning of the syllabus).  I will respond to your concerns within 24 hours.
I AM HERE:


I am here for you!! I will go the extra mile to help you succeed. If you need someone to listen, I am here. If you need to cry, I am here. If you have a problem, I am here. Do not be afraid to ask for help. Asking for help is not a sign of weakness but a sign of determination and strength.
PARENTS AND/OR GUARDIANS: Thank you, in advance, for your support and understanding. I am honored to teach your child this semester. 

I have read and understood the guidelines and procedures for Mrs. Powell’s class and have shared them with my parents/guardian. Further, parents understand and give media and book permission for the semester.
(Student Name)




(Student Signature)


(Date)

(Parent/Guardian Name)



(Parent/Guardian Signature)

(Date)

(Parent/Guardian e-mail)

             
             (Parent/Guardian home phone number)

(Parent/Guardian work phone number)

(Parent/Guardian cell phone number)
Needs, Concerns, Medical Issues, etc. 
Student has permission to participate in all food activities and lessons. He/She has no food allergies or medical issues.  __________________ Yes             ___________________ No (Please list in above space)

Student has access to a computer and internet at home.  _________ Yes        ___________ No

If needed, student can meet before or after school for tutoring, make-up work, review sessions, etc. All times will be posted or scheduled in advance.       

_____________ Yes                           __________________ No
